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Instrumental Music Department Philosophy 

Music has become such an everyday part of our lives that it is sometimes easy to take it for 
granted. Movie and TV sound tracks, commercial jingles, familiar holiday tunes, patriotic songs 
are all around us. Most of us would not get into the car without having the radio or CD player on. 
Public school music education is a means of transmitting to students the cultural heritage of 
society. Music transcends barriers of ethnic background, economic status, language, and even 
literacy in its power to reach the depths of the human soul. Experiences with music develop a 
student's ability to make value judgments, to function logically as well as intuitively, and to utilize 
one's innate creativity. Participation in performance organizations encourages initiative and 
leadership in the students, stimulates goal-oriented thought processes, creates an appreciation 
and respect for the efforts of others, and assists students to develop a sense of responsibility to 
themselves, the organization, and in a broad sense, society. 

General Objectives 

To make participation in instrumental music available to all students at Columbia Falls High 
School .  

To develop musical experiences which enhance students' overall educational experiences. 

To provide a suitable background in music instruction for those students who elect to continue 
the study of music after graduation. 

To develop a lifelong appreciation for music and continuation of musical activities. 

To develop performing organizations that are a source of pride for the individual, the school, and 
the community. 

Membership Requirements 

 

SYMPHONIC BAND – 

Open to students in grades 9-11 with prior band experience . For developing instrumentalists, 
this class will concentrate on the further development of individual and ensemble playing skills, 
with emphasis on the performance aspects of fine literature for wind band. Students in this class 
must perform on several concert programs and in concert festivals.  This class will be co-taught 
with Mrs. Benton who will run sectionals 2-3 times per week. 

WIND ENSEMBLE – 

Open to students in grades 10 – 12 by audition only. This ensemble is comprised of the most 
outstanding instrumental musicians in Columbia Falls High School, and will have as the primary 
focus the preparation and performance of the finest literature for the modern wind band. While 
students must already possess a high degree of ability to be selected, the further advancement 
of musical skills, both individual and ensemble will be paramount to the success of the student 
and the organization. Students in this class must perform on several concert programs and in 
concert festivals. There will be out of school time required for rehearsals and performances. 



 

COLUMBIANS- 

Open to students in grades 10 – 12 by audition only. This ensemble is comprised of the most 
outstanding musicians in Columbia Falls High School, and will have as the primary focus the 
preparation and performance of jazz. This ensemble will travel and perform more frequently 
than other bands and will demand a high level of commitment to the group. Students in this 
group must perform on several concert programs and in concert festivals. 

PERCUSSION TECHNIQUES – 

Open to students in grades 9 – 12. This is a beginning percussion class in which students will 
be introduced to all percussion instruments. Primary focus will be on developing percussion 
skills. Students will also perform with the Symphonic Band.  *Percussion students will be 
assessed a $20 fee to cover the purchase of mallets and instrument repair. 

PERCUSSION ENSEMBLE- 

Open to students in grades 11 -12 by audition only. This ensemble is comprised of percussion 
students and will focus on playing music specifically written for percussionists as well as 
learning the music necessary to play with Wind Ensemble and Symphonic Band. Students will 
be required to play all percussion instruments. Students in this group must perform on several 
concert programs and in concert festivals.  *Percussion students will be assessed a $20 fee to 
cover the purchase of mallets and instrument repair. 

*NOTE:  In order to be eligible for certain activities (such as, but not limited to, honor 
bands, solo and ensemble competitions and trips) students must meet all the requirements of 
the course in which they are enrolled; this constitutes being a “member in good standing” of the 
Columbia Falls Band program. 

 

 

GRADING PROCEDURE 
Band is an elective fine arts class. All students are required to take one fine arts class to 
graduate. For students who choose to stay in band for more than one year Band will meet 
elective credit requirements. The Band grade is a part of the student’s overall GPA. Students 
should not walk into Band with the attitude that Band is an “automatic” or “easy” “A”. A grade of 
“A” means outstanding or superior performance and if you expect an “A” then you must expect 
to give an outstanding or superior performance. Your performance will be assessed in the 
following ways: 

1.)  Daily Performance – 30% of grade.  Band is a performing arts class and therefore your 
active and positive participation is the most important part of the class.  Specifically, students 
need to have their instrument and music at each rehearsal, try their best, stay focused and 
listen during rehearsals, and not look at their cell phones.  Students working towards these 
performance goals will earn 5 points per day.  



 
2.) Concert Attendance/Guest Performances – 30% This is a performing arts class and 
performance is mandatory. When even one person misses a performance the entire group is 
impacted in a negative way. Your CONCERT SCHEDULE is included in this handbook and you 
are expected to be at every concert.  In the case of illness or family emergencies students 
must fill out a form in the office and apply for an exception. Parents may also apply for an 
exception for sudden unavoidable conflicts. These will be handled individually on a case by 
case basis.  Work and sports are not an excused absence, you are given plenty of notice with 
which to get days off.  Being a positive member of the audience is also included in your concert 
grade and you are expected to remain until the end of the concert even if your part of the 
performance is finished. When your group “goes first” the people who are performing second 
are sitting in their seats listening to you, it is now your turn to sit and listen. 
 
Concert Make-up In the event that a concert is missed, students can make up a portion of that 
grade by playing their concert music for the director.  A maximum grade of 90% will be given. 
 
3.) Musical skills – 40% of grade.  Throughout the year, students will submit playing tests. 
These will be recorded during class time or at home.  Specific test material will come from the 
music we are currently working on in class.  The assessment tool used will be the MHSA rubric 
for District Festival adjudication.  Students will also have some written music theory and music 
listening assignments. 
 
*It is important for both students and parents to understand that earning a grade of “A” does not 
guarantee a student will move up to the next band level the following year. The musical skills 
portion of the grade is set at individual levels and students are assessed based on their rate of 
improvement. For example, a student in Symphonic Band could show a great deal of 
improvement, earn an “A” and not necessarily be at the level of musicianship required to move 
into Wind Ensemble. The same applies for all groups, including percussion. In addition, the 
upper level groups have a set instrumentation and students must audition for empty spots as 
they become available. 
    

BEHAVIOR GUIDELINES 
Be appropriate, respectful and helpful to your peers.  

Come to rehearsal with a positive attitude, ready to make music.  

All school rules and policies are in effect at all band functions and in the classroom. 

Band members will not play on or play with the equipment of others. This practice can lead to 
potential damage and a general lack of respect for the property of others. If you see someone 
picking up an instrument or equipment that is not theirs, remind them. 

 

 



ATTITUDE 
Those who have a positive attitude, regardless of their individual skills, will always have a place 
in the Columbia Falls Band. Regardless of your ability, if your attitude is not positive, if you are 
not doing your personal best to make the group successful, you should not be a part of this 
band. In fact, students who do not project an attitude that is positive and cooperative will be 
given the opportunity to change their personal perspective or else leave the organization. 

Those who have pride in themselves will generally project a positive attitude. 

Characteristics of a positive attitude include a generally cheerful outlook toward rehearsals and 
performances, cooperation in the preparation and maintenance of equipment and facilities, and 
an eagerness to do what is necessary to be successful. 

In short, the ideal band member is someone who is always willing to give their best for the good 
of the organization. 

PERFORMANCES 
Band Members are expected to be in the band room (or other designated area), seated, with 
equipment ready, at the time designated by the director. 

Arrive early. Leave enough time to get all equipment prepared, be dressed and ready to 
warm-up or load when so instructed. 

Once you're in the band room, keep noise to an absolute minimum. 

After any performance, put away all equipment properly. 

On concert performances, if your portion of the program is over before the entire concert ends, 
this does not mean you are dismissed. It is very rude for you to leave before your friends and 
peers have completed their performance 

 

BAND DRESS CODE/UNIFORM 
Symphonic Band 

Boys: Black dress pants, white button down shirt, *black tie, black socks, black 
shoes. Jeans are not acceptable. If you do not have black dress pants and either do 
not wish to or cannot afford to purchase them, see the director for a pair issued from the 
uniform supply. Anyone who shows up in something other than black dress pants will be 
issued a pair from uniform supply before the concert.  

*Ties will be purchased through the school prior to our first concert 

Girls: Long black dress (with black leggings) and black shoes or white top with 
black pants. In recent years dresses have gotten shorter.  Girls need to wear black 
leggings with their dress. This is standard professional performance attire.  The girls 
have the opportunity to choose their own dress, but they must be appropriate for 
performance. 



 

Wind Ensemble 

Boys: Black dress pants, black shirt, black tie, black socks, black shoes 

Girls: Long black dress (with black leggings) and black shoes or black top with 
black pants. In recent years dresses have gotten shorter.  Girls need to wear black 
leggings with their dress. This is standard professional performance attire.  The girls 
have the opportunity to choose their own dress, but they must be appropriate for 
performance. 

 

Percussion Ensemble and Percussion Techniques: 

All black for everybody. No black jeans. T-shirts are acceptable, but they must be nice. 
This is standard percussion attire for all university and professional percussion 
ensembles, and it will be for us as well. No extra colors or designs. As group we may 
design our own percussion ensemble shirt 

 

 

PARENTS 
Parents are an important part of the Columbia Falls Band, and have a vital role to play. Without 
the assistance and cooperation of Band parents, there would be no chance for the level of 
success we want the band to reach. There are many things parents can do: 

Attend band parent meetings. 

You can be supportive of the band program and your child's participation by: 

Assisting your child to be prepared and punctual for every rehearsal and performance. 

Notifying the director if your child is to be absent or late for performance or rehearsal. This 
should be done in advance unless in absolute emergency situations. 

Encouraging your child to practice at home and help them find a quiet place to do so. 

Showing your interest and support in your child's music study by enthusiastically attending every 
performance possible. 

Discussing with the director anything that will help to understand and better serve your child. 

Arranging for private lessons for your child, if at all possible.  

Contests and Festivals 

Contests, festivals and other adjudicated activities are important features of the Columbia Falls 
Band program. Through these activities we obtain valuable feedback about our progress as 
individuals and as a program. Although we never “live or die” by any one judge’s or any panel’s 



opinion of our performance, it is important that we learn the value of giving maximum effort and 
standing by the results as our best possible effort that day. 

The band’s image is based on each individual. Our public reputation is based on our 
appearance, our actions and our projection of pride and organization. It is the responsibility of 
each member to insure that we present the best possible image at all times. 

INSTRUMENT RENTAL / CARE 
A $40 fee will be assessed to use a school instrument.  This covers normal wear and tear on the 
instrument during the school year.  School-owned instruments become the responsibility of the 
student to whom they are issued. Any damage other than normal wear and tear will be repaired 
at the student's expense. 

Individual instruments must always be maintained in top playing condition. Always show the 
director your instrument before taking it for repairs.  

Remember that horseplay can cause damage to instruments and equipment. Be careful with 
your own instrument, place it out of harm's way if it is necessary for you to put it down, and 
never play around with or play on anyone else's instrument. 

BAND LETTERS 
In order to earn a letter in band, students must acquire a total of 100 points. Points are carried 
over from year to year.  Points can be earned as follows: 

30 points for a solo for district festival 

30 points for a small ensemble for district festival 

40 points for a solo for state festival 

40 points for a small ensemble for state festival 

40 points for All State Band 

50 points for All Northwest Band 

50 points for Columbians 

40 points for Flute Choir and Jazz Factory 

10 points for a 30 minute practice tape 

10 points for every two hours spent working in the band library on your own time 

30 points for private lessons if they go throughout the year 

10 points for every concert attended (outside of our performances) - a program from the event 
must be turned into Mr. Forke 

Additional points may be awarded for outside performances on an individual basis 

 

 



Individual Opportunities 

All-State Band, All-State Jazz Band, All-Northwest Band, All-Northwest Jazz Band, Solo and 
Ensemble, and other Honor Band activities provide students with the opportunity to excel 
individually on their instrument and to receive recognition for their musical achievements. 

Honor Bands 

Auditions for All-Northwest Band and All-Northwest Jazz Band are held in late September. 
Students in grades 9-12 are eligible for All-Northwest Band. Students perform required music 
(available in the Band Office). The audition process ranks the students from Montana, Idaho, 
Oregon, Washington, Alaska and Wyoming on their specific instruments. Students selected for 
All-Northwest ensembles prepare and present a concert usually in February. 

All-State Band auditions are held in June. Students are selected for All-State status and present 
a concert during the Montana Music Educators Association State In-Service Conference, held in 
October. 

To be eligible for these auditions, students must be members in good standing of the Band 
program at CFHS (see Membership Requirements). 

There are always outstanding musicians in the CFHS Band, and students are strongly 
encouraged to participate in these activities. Often, colleges and universities use membership in 
these organizations as partial criteria for music scholarship consideration. 

Specific dates will be provided as soon as they become available. Check the bulletin board for 
information 

Solo & Ensemble 

Solo and Ensemble Festival, held in April, also gives students opportunity to excel individually or 
in small instrumental groups. Students may select their own music (with Director approval) or 
Directors will assist in the selection. 

Students should allow at least four weeks of preparation time for the festival.  With all these 
activities, the value of private lessons cannot be measured. 

Private Lessons 

Private lessons are the key to developing an outstanding musical organization. Students who 
study their instruments privately with a professional show rapid improvement in individual 
musicianship. As these students improve, their excitement towards practicing increases, they 
continue to improve, and they become a stronger contributor to the overall success of the band. 

Private instruction has a great impact on the individual student and on our band program both 
this year and in the future. The key to satisfactory results from private instruction is to start as 
soon as possible ... SO START NOW. 

 

 



EXTRACURRICULAR BANDS 
Pep Band 

The Pep Band will perform for basketball games. Pep Band is made up of 28 members with a 
set instrumentation.  Wind Ensemble members may sign up to be in Pep Band, all others must 
audition. Pep Band members who meet all requirements will receive a Pep Band Letter. 
Students who commit to Pep Band must commit to rehearsals and all performances. 
Rehearsals will begin in November.  Pep band will travel to District and State tournaments if the 
basketball teams make it to these tournaments. 

Jazz Factory 

Jazz Factory is a beginning jazz band and is open to all students.  Jazz Factory meets on 
Monday Nights from 7:00 to 8:30.  Students in Jazz Factory are expected to make a 
commitment to the organization and be at all rehearsals and performances. 

Flute Choir 

Flute choir will meet on Mondays from 3:30-4:30.  It is open to all flute players without audition. 
This ensemble will perform throughout the year at select smaller performances and will perform 
for district festival. 

 

TRIPS 
Columbians and Wind Ensemble make one big trip each year.  This year all Juniors and Seniors 
in the band program are eligible to attend a trip to New York City.  Specific information about 
this trip will be given out in the fall.  

Pep Band will travel to Divisional and State football and basketball games.  

Columbians and Percussion Ensemble will both be traveling to their own respective festivals.  

 
FUNDRAISING 
Fundraising is unfortunately a necessary part of life in band. If we wish to travel we have to have 
money. All students who wish to travel must participate in fundraising activities or be prepared 
to pay for their share of the cost of a trip. For students with extenuating circumstances, a 
meeting can be set up with parents.  

In an effort to streamline these activities, we will have 4 fundraising activities during the year (2 
concerts where tickets are sold and 2 selling opportunities).  Jazz Cafe (December) and Pops 
and Pies (March) are ticketed concerts to raise funds.  We will sell cookie dough in October and 
coffee/mugs in January.  

 

If you have fundraising ideas, they would be most welcome. Donations are also welcome. 



Performance Schedule 2019 - 2020 
 

October 24th  Fall Concert  
 (All Bands and Percussion Groups)   
December 18th  Band Holiday Concert 

(All Bands and Percussion Groups)   
December 20th  Jazz Café (6:30) 
 (All Jazz Bands) 
March 5th  Pops and Pies (6:00pm) 
 (All Bands) 
March 16th Kiwanis Night of Jazz 

(Columbians) 
April 16th-18th  District Festival 
 (All Bands - Hosted in Kalispell) 
May 1st-2nd State Music Festival 

(Solos and Small Ensembles who received “Superior” at District) 
May 19th Night Of Percussion 

(Percussion Tech, Percussion Ensemble) 
May 31st Jazz in the Park (5:00pm) 
 (All Jazz Bands) 
June 4th  Senior Concert 
 (Wind Ensemble, Symphonic Band, Columbians) 
June 6th Graduation (10:30am) 
 (Wind Ensemble, Symphonic Band, both Percussion) 
 

 

*All concerts start at 7:00pm  unless otherwise noted 

During the school year we may be invited to participate in other performances. Those dates will 
be announced as soon as they are available. 

 

Please check the band website for updates.  

  

 

 


